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1 OPENING MEETING 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

I acknowledge and respect the Traditional Custodians of the Lands where we stand today, 

I acknowledge Elders past and present, the pioneers whose toil inspires us still; 

And those who gave their lives, that we many now, 

On this proud past, a vibrant future build. 

3 APOLOGIES & APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Questions without notice arising from minutes of previous meeting: 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Nil  

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS  

6 DEPUTATIONS  

7 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

Nil  

8 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Nil  



MURRAY RIVER COUNCIL Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 April 2025 

 

Item 9.1.1 - Chief Executive Officer - 22 April 2025 Page 6 
 

9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL

9.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATTERS 

9.1.1 RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL - RESOLUTION TRACKER & INFOCOUNCIL 
ACTION REPORTS 

File Number:  -  

Author: Bernie Carne, Executive Services 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Council resolve to receive and note the status of previous resolutions of Council (in 
open and closed Council) included the Resolution Tracker Reports. 

 
BACKGROUND 

All resolutions of Council in Open and Closed council, including completed actions within the 
previous 6 weeks, are attached to this report.  

Resolutions of the Council that require action/s after each Council Meeting are automatically 
generated in InfoCouncil to the relevant Council officer for their action and comment. 

DISCUSSION 

The Resolution Tracker Open Report and the Resolution Tracker Closed Action Report contain 

Resolution Tracker Completed Actions Report 
shows all actions that have been completed in the previous 6 weeks. 

  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.6 - Provide clear, concise and consistent information that is easily accessible to our customers - 
Improve externally provided information and communication. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

 

How can it happen? 
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Resolutions from Council Meetings not being recorded in a systematic fashion. 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Actions, because of the resolutions of the Council, not being completed in a timely manner or 
at all. 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Low. 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Use of the report and minute system, InfoCouncil, which automatically forwards actions (as a 
result of the resolutions of the Council) from Council Meetings to the relevant Council officer 
(report writer) after the completion of the minutes of a Council Meeting. A report can then be 
generated on the status of incomplete/outstanding actions. The minutes are completed and 
approved as draft minutes by the Mayor prior to being placed on the website and actions are 
distributed. 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Resolution Tracker and Action Reports are presented to Councillors for information in this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Open Actions Report as at 15/04/2025 (under separate cover)   
2. Completed Actions Report - 01/02/2025 to 15/04/2025 (under separate cover)   
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9.1.2 AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION NSW CONFERENCE 

File Number:  -  

Author: Jan Donald, Executive Administration Officer 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the 
on 1-3 May 2025. 

2. Consideration be given to attending the conference. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

DISCUSSION 

Association (ALGWA) NSW Conference from Thursday, 1 May to Saturday, 3 May 2025. 

This highly anticipated event will bring together leaders, councillors, and professionals from across 

community engagement. 

As the peak body dedicated to empowering women in local government, ALGWA plays a crucial role 
in fostering dynamic leadership and ensuring women remain informed, connected, and inspired. The 
conference will feature key speakers and essential topics, sparking important discussions on 

local democracy. 

The conference is expected to generate a significant economic impact of approximately $195,000 
for Griffith. With delegates staying in local accommodation, dining at restaurants, shopping, and 
exploring the region, this event presents a valuable opportunity for local businesses to benefit from 
increased spending and exposure. Businesses will have the chance to showcase their branding and 
products to a broad audience of influential leaders. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.5 - Continue to be a trusted and ethical leader that leads by example - Leadership that is trusted, 
capable and collaborative. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

The cost of travel, accommodation and attendance will need to be considered.  Registration costs 
range from $200 to $1100. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Murray River Council Councillor Expenses & Facilities Policy (POL103). Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
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RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

N/A 

How can it happen? 

N/A 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

N/A 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

N/A 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

N/A 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

N/A 

CONCLUSION 

This conference aims to provide training and support for councillors and local government staff.  The 
event offers attendees the chance to gain valuable insights from guest speakers, participate in 
professional development, and network with peers from across NSW. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. ALGWA 2025 Griffith - Draft Program   
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9.1.3 RAMJO MEMBERSHIP 2025/2026 

File Number:  -  

Author: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Endorse continued membership of the Riverina and Murray Joint Organisation (RAMJO) 
for the 2025/2026 financial year: 

2. Agree to the revised membership contribution in accordance with the RAMJO funding 
model of $1.60 per capita for the first 10,000 residents and $0.60 per capital thereafter, 
which a minimum annual contribution of $30,000; 

3. Note the value of the RAMJO membership in supporting regional advocacy, collaboration, 
project delivery, and strategic planning across key areas including energy transition, 
infrastructure funding, waste management and regional development. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

Joint Organisations (JOs) are statutory local government entities established under the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993 to deliver strategic regional priorities through collaboration, advocacy, and 
coordinated planning. 

RAMJO consists of 11 member councils across the Riverina and Murray region, with potential future 
expansion to include Balranald and Wentworth Shire Councils. It represents a diverse area of over 
81,000 square kilometres and a combined population of more than 150,000. 

Membership is made up of the following LGAs: 

-Albury City 

-Berrigan Shire  

-Carrathool Shire 

-Edward River 

-Federation  

-Griffith City 

-Hay Shire  

-Leeton Shire 

-Murray River   

-Murrumbidgee Shire 

-Narrandera Shire 

 

 

 

The strategic priorities identified by RAMJO Councils are as follows: 

1. Improve water security 
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2. Improve energy security and affordability 

3. Improve transport connectivity for freight and people

4. Improve digital connectivity 

5. Better mental health services to changing needs 

6. Boost industry, workforce and jobs 

7. Improve housing in the area. 

DISCUSSION 

Murray River Council has directly benefited from RAMJO membership through: 

Advocacy & Policy Influence 

RAMJO provides a collective voice to State and Federal Governments on issues such as 
infrastructure funding, energy transition policy, disaster resilience, and the protection of local 
water utilities. 

Project Collaboration & Cost Savings 

Council has participated in joint initiatives, including  

o Southern Lights Program  1,580 LED streetlights installed in the LGA as part of a region-
wide rollout. 

o Regional Energy Strategy  Including energy audits, tariff reviews, and power purchase 
agreements. 

o Waste Management Reform  Including 3-bin education programs and policy submissions 
on single-use plastics and FOGO mandates. 

o Transport Planning and Disaster Resilience Projects  Supporting cross-council 
solutions in areas of mutual concern. 

Access to Funding and Business Cases 

RAMJO has led the development of externally funded business cases to position member 
councils for grants and pilot programs, including the Community Energy Upgrades Fund. 

Shared Knowledge and Networking 

RAMJO enables collaboration with neighbouring councils, facilitates joint procurement 
opportunities, and provides professional development and peer support for elected members 
and executive staff. 

Membership Contribution 

The 2025/2026 funding model sets contributions at $1.60 per capita for the first 10,000 residents 
and $0.60 thereafter, with a minimum annual contribution of $30,000. This cost is a 25% increase 
on 24/25 fees. 

Financial Sustainability of RAMJO 

The projected 2025/2026 RAMJO budget indicates a modest surplus of $16,293, assuming rebate 
income and administration recoveries are realised. While small councils such as Carrathool have 
opted to withdraw, the broader value and intergovernmental presence of RAMJO remains strong, 
particularly as additional member councils may join pending legislative approval. 

 

Council may consider the following: 

Continue as a full member (recommended): Retain influence, project access, and 
intergovernmental presence. 
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Request withdrawal: This would require legislative amendment and forfeit future collaborative 
opportunities.

Seek associate status: Would require negotiation and legislative change, and could reduce 
Council's influence. 

Continued participation in RAMJO positions Murray River Council to influence regional decision-
making, access collaborative funding opportunities, and deliver value through shared service 
models. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.5 - Continue to be a trusted and ethical leader that leads by example - Leadership that is trusted, 
capable and collaborative. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

25% increase for membership fees (increase of $5,970 on 24/25 fees).  

Total cost for 25/26 membership, $30,000. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

N/A 

How can it happen? 

N/A 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

N/A 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

N/A 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

N/A 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

N/A 

CONCLUSION 

Continued participation in RAMJO positions Murray River Council to influence regional decision-
making, access collaborative funding opportunities, and deliver value through shared service 
models. With a strong track record of project outcomes and advocacy, RAMJO remains a key partner 
in delivering sustainable outcomes for our community. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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9.1.4 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2025 

File Number:  -  

Author: Jan Donald, Executive Administration Officer 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the Murray Darling Association National Conference and AGM from 29 September to 
2 October 2025 in Griffith NSW. 

2. Seeking interest from Councillors in attending the conference. 

3. Consider motions for submission to the AGM on 1 October 2025 (due date not yet 
confirmed). 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

The Murray Darling Association (MDA) is a membership-based peak representative organisation 
representing local government and communities across the Murray Darling Basin.  Their purpose is 
to provide effective representation of local government and communities at State and Federal level 
in the management of Basin resources by: 

- Providing accurate, relevant and timely information 

- Facilitating informed debate 

- Seeking to influence government policy 

Council became a member of the MDA in October 2023. 

The Murray Darling Association has announced its 81st National Conference will be held in Griffith, 
NSW, from 29 September to 2 October 2025 with the AGM being held on 1 October.   

This year the National Conference will be focussing on collaboration in the Basin, the communities 
and the environment, delving into pressing issues that have been identified by MDA members as 
key points of concern with a risk of impacting Basin communities and industries in the years ahead. 

Further information is available at www.mda.asn.au/events/2025natcon 

DISCUSSION 

With the Murray-Darling Basin Plan set to be reviewed, representation of Communities and 
Community Groups, Councils, and Businesses and Industries is vital in ensuring the socio, 
economic, and environmental balance in the Murray-Darling Basin. 

Offering the opportunity for communities, councils, education entities, as well as businesses and 

pivotal platform to engage in discussion with Government and representatives from across the 
Murray- Darling Basin, to advocate to, and inform, Government policy and to develop the foundations 
for meaningful collaboration across communities, Government Areas, and States for the betterment 
of the Basin and its communities. 

The Murray Darling Association has engaged State and Federal Water Ministers, their Shadow 
Minister counterparts, as well as Government Departments, and leaders in Science and Education 
fields to speak at its National Conference and engage with attendees. 
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Focussing on Basin Collaboration in our communities and our environment, Speakers will be 
presenting on topical issues that affect the Murray-Darling Basin water resources and communities.

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.5 - Continue to be a trusted and ethical leader that leads by example - Leadership that is trusted, 
capable and collaborative. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

The cost of travel, accommodation and attendance will need to be considered.  Registration costs 
range from Early Bird tickets $790 (Member price) and full price (Member price) tickets at $890. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

Nil 

How can it happen? 

Nil 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Nil 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Nil 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Nil 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Nil 

CONCLUSION 

The National Conference is an incredible opportunity for local leaders to come together from across 
the Murray-Darling Basin to be part of the solution, to join the conversation, to inform future policy, 
and to engage with leading innovators scientists, educators, and leaders. 

Council also to consider any Submission of Motions to the 2025 Murray Darling Association AGM 
(due date yet to be advised). 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Murray Darling Basin Conference & AGM   
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m.lamb@mda.asn.au   
www.mda.asn.au

(03) 5480 3805
ABN: 64 636 490 493

P.O. Box 1268
Echuca VIC 3564

Release Date: 7/04/2025

The Murray Darling Association is excited to announce that its 81st National Conference will be held in 
Griffith, NSW, from 29th September until 2nd October 2025.

This year the National Conference will be focussing on collaboration 
in our Basin, our communities, and our environment, delving into 
pressing issue that have been identified by our Members as key 
points of concern with a risk of impacting Basin communities and 
industries in the years ahead.

With the Murray-Darling Basin Plan set to be reviewed, representation of Communities and Community 
Groups, Councils, and Businesses and Industries is vital in ensuring the socio, economic, and 
environmental balance in the Murray-Darling Basin.

LGAs in Queensland may be 
different from LGAs in New South Wales, we have the same issues y 
having a consolidated, principles-based approach, [Basin communities] can speak to Government

Offering the opportunity for communities, councils, education entities, as well as businesses and 
provides the 

pivotal platform to engage in discussion with Government and representatives from across the Murray-
Darling Basin, to advocate to, and inform, Government policy and to develop the foundations for 
meaningful collaboration across communities, Government Areas, and States for the betterment of the 
Basin and its communities.

The Murray Darling Association has engaged State and Federal Water Ministers, their Shadow Minister 
counterparts, as well as Government Departments, and leaders in Science and Education fields to 
speak at its National Conference and engage with attendees.

Focussing on Basin Collaboration in our communities and our environment, Speakers will be 
presenting on topical issues that affect the Murray-Darling Basin water resources and communities.

We need to inform ourselves.
We need to ensure our views 
are being heard.
- Cr Shari Blumer, Chair Region 9,
MDA National President
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m.lamb@mda.asn.au   
www.mda.asn.au

(03) 5480 3805
ABN: 64 636 490 493

P.O. Box 1268
Echuca VIC 3564

Release Date: 7/04/2025

The Murray Darling Association invites you to consider attendance to the 81st National Conference, to 
to join the conversation, inform future 

policy, and to engage with the scientists, educators, and leaders of our time.

Join us in engaging and networking with Businesses, Industry, Local, State, and Federal Government  
from across the Basin and tackle the big issues of the Basin!

Engage in discussion and network with State and Federal Government, Departments heads, Agencies, 
Authorities, Educators, and Basin Leaders!

The 81st National Conference is a ticketed event, with registrations handled 
through

Join us and engage with local, technical, and political leaders to forge a future for 
councils, catchments, and communities.

Engage with the innovators, scientists, educators, and leaders of our time to tackle the big issues of the 
Basin, and network with peers and experts over dinner and discuss technical issues with industry and 
department heads at our Conference exhibition booths.

The Murray Darling Association is a membership-based peak representative organisation representing 
local government and communities across the Murray-Darling Basin. 

Building towards a healthy Murray-Darling Basin, supporting thriving communities, economic 
development and sustainable productivity, the Murray Darling Association provides effective 
representation of Local Government and communities at state and federal level in the management of 
Basin resources by providing information, facilitating debate, and seeking to influence government 
policy.

To find out more, and to register, go to www.mda.asn.au/events/2025natcon.

To find out more about the Murray Darling Association,
go to www.mda.asn.au or follow us on social media.
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9.1.5 MONTHLY OPERATIONAL REPORT 

File Number:  -  

Author: Courtney Dean, Coordinator Communications 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Monthly Operational Report as of 31 March 2025 be received and the information noted 
by the Council. 

 

 
The details listed below are items of note/interest from several Business Unit reports in the February 
Monthly Operational Report. To expand on any details listed here, or to read each report in full, 
please refer to the Monthly Operational Report document attached to this report.   

Finance 

The 2025-26 Budget is underway and has been completed by budget officers.  All operational 
and capital expenditure is currently being reviewed by ELT and Council. 

The 2024-25 Interim Audit has been completed by our external auditors, and we are waiting 
for the close out report. 

Vacant Finance Officer Position: the successful applicant has been appointed and will 
commence with Council on 22 April 2025. This is a critical role that support the Finance 
Controller to complete reporting, audit and backup to Account Payable/Receivable.  

Information Management 

TechnologyOne: Extra training being provided to Development Services team, Lunch and 
Learns to be rolled out as well, covering specific topics.  

Asset Discovery Project: CT to do a full audit of all MRC locations with possible IT 
Infrastructure to better support our business objectives. This project has kicked off and 

sited to 
confirm remote findings. 

Infrastructure and Cyber Security Roadmap: This project saw the team complete an audit of 
our IT infrastructure and security strength and roadmap improvements to obtain an industry 
standard level of compliance. The first-year recommendations have been approved. The 
whole plan will be presented to council shortly. Work on Multi Factor Authentication (MFA) 
continues and is almost complete.  

Chief Information Officer (CIO) has spent March focusing on IT contract renewals with our 
contracted partners that have to go to council resolution. Making sure the new contract 
expiration dates align with going to tender in 2027. Doing work to lower the budget and make 
possible scenarios to cut some items off the plan.  

Finalising all ICT policies for review by ELT, including an AI policy.  

We have done major preparations to secure our SCADA water network & CCTV network, 
these are due to be rolled out in April. We have also secured our wireless networks across 
council.  The staff / corporate network now requires your username and password to connect 
to the WiFi, and now when an account is disabled you can no longer connect to the Staff 
WiFi.  
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Economic Development and Tourism 

Distributed Community, Business, and Visitor newsletters, highlighting grant opportunities, 
upcoming events, business resources, and local success stories (e.g. Murray Darling Scenic 
Flights). 

Promoted the Campaspe Murray Business Connect networking event (40+ registrations), 
with targeted email campaigns and ongoing marketing. 

Supported the planning and delivery of community and business events including River Daze 

event. 

Progressed tourism development initiatives, including an Indigenous tour at The Pollack with 
Uncle Ron and Western Murray Land Improvement Group, and early NAIDOC Week 
engagement with South West Arts and local schools. 

Advanced public art and placemaking projects as part of the River Country Art Trail, with 
artwork underway in Moulamein (Heesco) and completion in Barham (Gus Eagleton). 

-writing 
support to community groups, with strong interest in future capacity-building sessions. 

heritage groups with exhibition planning and interpretation advancing the Arts and Culture 
Strategy. 

Initiated the Autumn-Winter regional tourism campaign across Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Google Ads; March social media reached over 125,000 users on Facebook 
alone. 

business success stories and increased social engagement. 

Progressed multiple grant applications across environmental, tourism, infrastructure, and 
community programs, submitting 5 projects totalling $605,395 and awaiting outcomes on a 
further 10+ applications worth $5.25 million. 

Continued collaboration on regional workforce initiatives, including planning for the Skilled 
Migration Pathways Workshop (29 May 2025) and budgeting workshops for small 
businesses. 

Maintained regular engagement with economic development stakeholders, including Service 
NSW, Regional Touring, DPI, and hotel chains to explore future investment and events. 

Legal and Procurement 

The VendorPanel system is now live and staff are undergoing purchaser training. Suppliers 
will be invited to join prequalified supplier panels. A reporting mechanism will be established 
once full staff take-up is completed. The expectation is that all staff will be using the 
VendorPanel system for requesting all quotes from 1 July 2025. The first of the local business 
sessions will be scheduled in late May (run by the Eco Dev team). Procurement will attend 

ng, as well as 
allow an opportunity for new entrants to the local market to introduce themselves and ask 
questions. The implementation of VendorPanel will be reviewed intermittently once it is rolled 
out to the organisation, to assess its success in improving compliance and efficiency. 

documents and data and assist contract owners to better manage contracts under their area 
of accountability.  

The leasing module (Compliance) in Ci Anywhere is now live and all Council leases will be 
entered into the system (one by one). Expected completion is mid-year. 
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A number of tenders are in the pipeline or underway this month. A large number of longer-

next few months. 

Procurement compliance issues are being investigated on an ongoing basis. It is envisaged 
that with an updated policy and procedures underpinning the policy (using streamlined and 
centralised systems and documentation), compliance will be increased across the 
organisation. The endorsed Procurement Policy is currently on public display. The 
Procurement Procedure will be developed in line with same. 

Commercial Plant and Property 

Old Moama Preschool building was auctioned on March 15, 2025, as part of a Multi-Auction 
through the local Real Estate Agent with a successful bid received. Contracts have been 
exchanged and settlement date is May 14, 2025.  

The Moulamein Aerodrome settlement was completed on 11 March 2025. 

Contract of sale with Edward River Gardens for the residential property at part 21 Morago 
Street, Moulamein has been exchanged in March and settlement is expected by early May 
2025. 

Strategic Assets 

Final revaluation of Buildings, Land and Waste assets complete, awaiting signoff from interim 
audit.  

The TechOne build of asset details and asset books continues to progress in conjunction 
with BAU.  

Mapping of buried assets now loaded into Before You Dig (BYD) platform for auto-generation 
of external service requests, with 314 referrals provided in the Month of March.   

Community Services 

During March 2025 the Community Services team delivered the following supports: 

o Social Support  1389 hours - Social support consists of group activities, Respite 
services,  

o as well as 1:1 supports including wellness checks/phone calls and supported 
shopping etc. 

o Meals  328 

o Home Maintenance  189 hours 

o Home Modifications  $2000 

o Transport 1123 One-Way trips 

To celebrate Seniors Week, on Tuesday 18 March our Barham, Moulamein and Tooleybuc 
staff and clients enjoyed a day out aboard the PYAP at Swan Hill for a leisurely 1-hour cruise 
along the river  28 attended and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. On Wednesday 26th March 
our Moama and Mathoura staff and clients boarded the MV Mary Ann and enjoyed a 1.5-
hour cruise up and down the river taking in the sights and enjoying a light lunch coffee and 
cake whilst cruising. We had 45 attendees. 

Community Services staff recently attended the Ageing Persons Expo held at the Barham 
Hall on Thursday March 6. We had more than 80 attendees from our local area to gain 
information about Aged Care Services available to them locally. In attendance were 15 
Service Providers from a wide range of services, the day was organised as a joint project 
with Murray Haven Homes Barham, Murray River Council Community Services and the 
Barham LHAC Committee. A morning tea was provided free of charge to all that attended. 
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The day was a great success, with lots of good feedback. We plan to host another event in 
18 months.

 
Customer Service 

Snap Send Solve customer response project rollout was completed in March 2025. This will 
see all customers who make a report through Snap Send Solve be contacted with updates 
on their reports.  

Power Apps data tracking project commenced in March 2025, with expected completion in 
April/May 2025. This will provide more accurate data to help inform and better plan for service 
provision for external agencies, staffing levels, opening hours, and budgeting purposes.  

New office signage is underway, to reflect updated open hours and times at each location. 

BankWAW has made the decision to withdraw face-to-face banking services from 
Moulamein, effective 26 June 2025. 

Jason Clymo (Customer Service Operations Coordinator) has been awarded the LG 
Professionals Customer Experience Scholarship. 

Duress alarms for each Customer Service centre and library are being tested, and Manager 
Customer Service is updating protocols and procedures.  

 

3CX phone system functionality to receive additional functions to enable staff training, quality 
control, and improved reporting.  

Venue bookings procedure is being reviewed to create a more streamlined approach. 

Staff have reported that customers are still not used to new opening days and times. 
Customers are arriving on days that centres are closed and/or prior to opening, and are 

 

Compliment received regarding customer service officers who work on cemetery 
administration. 

Development Services 

2025 is off to a strong start with Dan Tayles, Jack Rogerson and Anna Schroeter all achieving 
Accreditation Status as Building Surveyors and Inspectors. Council now has Seven 
Accredited Certifiers which is incredible for a regional centre. Well done to all staff on their 
dedication to their studies and on the job training! 

Staff have completed the scope and brief for the Local Housing Strategy Review with intent 
to produce a clear, practical document that; clearly identifies areas for growth including 
priority areas; relates to other Strategic Plans; is adequately consulted with relevant agencies 
and; clearly outlines the Strategic Planning future for housing at MRC. 

Staff are also working on the Moulamein Master Plan which has evolved from a Main Street 
Master Plan into a full township Masterplan which recognises the potential opportunities 
relative to the REZ which are located within the region.  

Local Connections (Section 355s and Community Recovery) 

Manager of Local Connections and Community Recovery Officer continue to meet and 
support all Section 355 Committees. 

Community meeting to form a band of volunteers to periodically open the old Moulamein 
Courthouse to visitors has been held. 
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Aboriginal Community Connections: Established connections through events at Njernda, 
Moama and Cummeragunja LALCs, Yorta Yorta Nations Aboriginal Corporation, Victoria and 
NSW Local Aboriginal Community Liaison Officers and Cummeragunja community members. 

Girls on Fire Events: Two Girls on Fire events were successfully facilitated on March 17 and 
18, in collaboration with Campaspe Shire Council and Headspace. The program provided 
young people with hands-on firefighting and emergency response training, helping to build 
their confidence, leadership skills, and awareness of career opportunities in emergency 
services. Participants engaged in practical drills and emergency response scenarios, guided 
by trained personnel. The events also included discussions on community resilience, mental 
health support, and pathways into emergency service roles.  

Seniors Events: Two Seniors Recovery Events were facilitated to help older community 
members reconnect, share experiences, and celebrate resilience in the aftermath of recent 
challenges. There was an Echuca-based event and a Swan Hill-based event to capture 
different areas. The events offered seniors the opportunity to socialise, reflect on their 
recovery journeys, and access support services in a relaxed setting. Local service 
representatives attended both events to provide guidance on recovery resources, helping to 
strengthen community bonds in a supportive environment. 

Grant Writing Workshops: Two Grant Writing Workshops were supported in Moulamein and 
Barham, facilitated by Keith Whelan, "The Grants Guy". These workshops aimed to equip 
community groups, volunteers, and local organisations with the skills needed to apply for 
funding to support recovery and resilience initiatives.  

Youth Hub Support: Funded activities and projects for the Moulamein Youth drop-in hub. 

Parks, Gardens, Open Spaces and Biosecurity 

Highlights: 

more engagement with council regarding biosecurity inspections.  

Biosecurity team attended Echuca/Moama discovery day to provide biosecurity education at 
the event. 

Recruitment- Team Leader position internally filled in Barham. Parks Attendant FTE in 
Barham advertised to refill and complete team.  

Recruitment- Business Unit Support Officer position filled. Position will provide support to 
Sport and Recreation services bookings and general administration. 

Wakool Recreation Reserve- Events preparation-Show and Sheep races. 

Threats: 

Continued dry conditions impacting services due to extended irrigation periods. 

Water Lettuce being sold at Bunnings Echuca and Swan Hill. Spoke to stores and advised 
them that it is illegal to sell plant into NSW. 

Ongoing reduction in volunteers on Recreation Reserves. Moulamein South S355 request to 
hand back grounds maintenance to MRC. 

Negative feedback in relation to Parks Operational Service Delivery Plan introduction due to 
some service reductions in accordance with adopted plans. 

Waste and Compliance 

The Return and Earn facility has had 1.2M containers processed through the facility and the 
largest volume to date was 29,000 in a day thus far. 

There have been over 90 animals through the Moama and Barham pounds to date this 
financial year. 
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The Moama Landfill Push Pit project redesign has been finalised, a bill of quantities received, 
and tender schedules developed. The Planning and Building Department are now reviewing 
all documentation before progressing the project through a Complying Development Consent 
process. The waste and project management team met to review documentation and designs 
to ensure the documents are clear and tender-ready. A number of points were raised, and a 
list of changes have been received back from the consultant and a fire services consultant 
has now been engaged to certify the designs to satisfy the building team requirements.  

Council has received the methane gas pumping trial report from Run Energy following the 3-
month gas pumping trial. Further recommendations have been made and a quote to install a 
permanent system based on the data from the trial has been received and reviewed. 
Information has been requested to investigate the viability of installing a small power 
generation unit to be able to pump power back into the grid using a generator unit that is run 
off methane gas. The team is likely to push this project back due to budgetary constraints 
and investigate grant funding opportunities with NSW EPA. 

Council has finalised and submitted an application for the NSW EPA Landfill Consolidation 
and Rehabilitation grant to apply for funding to help rehabilitate the Koraleigh Landfill and 
applied for polystyrene and cardboard bailing systems for Moama Waste facility. 

Enclosures have been installed at the Barham and Mathoura Transfer Station to collect 
polypropylene bags which are used heavily in the agriculture industry for seed, fertiliser and 
stock feeds. This service will allow community to drop off the bags at these two sites free of 
charge if they are listed under the branding scheme. Signage and education materials have 
arrived to advertise the new collection scheme. 

Secondary meeting has occurred with Campaspe to determine the viability of utilising their 
Animal Shelter Facility in lieu of a new facility in Moama.  Awaiting costings from Campaspe 
to enable Business Case to be compiled. 

Buildings and Facilities  

Goodnight Hall: Restoration of the hall floor underway. Rotted and damaged sections have 
been replaced. Full sand and clear coat scheduled for coming months. 

Koraleigh Hall: Full upgrade of the buildings electrical wiring has been completed to ensure 
the building is electrically safe. 

Works 

Stage 1 of Kyalite Road works have commenced, thanks to Barham staff undertaking these 
works and working away from home. 

Reseal works have commenced, with the Contractor progressing on schedule. Regional and 
Local Roads are scheduled first, followed by Urban Roads. 

Joint Planning Assessment completed with TfNSW for future works on Cobb Highway and 
Yanga Way. 

Attendance to the Municipal Work Conference in Bendigo. 

Great progress made on Barmah Road works, nearing completion. 

Centre Road works underway. Works will be divided into five (5) stages due to location with 
Cobb Highway, Hillside Road and Moama Waste Facility. 

Planning for Cobb Highway and Centre Road intersection upgrade with TfNSW. TfNSW will 
be funding deep lift asphalt works. 

Culvert maintenance on Cobb Highway for TfNSW. 

Cobb Highway and Yanga Way shoulder works currently being scope with TfNSW. 

The deadline for flood recovery works has been extended by TfNSW by 12 months to 30 
June 2026. 
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Continued to deliver routine maintenance and operational activities including the below 
recordings and accomplishments: 

o Asset inspections  81 in total 

o Correct surface defect (crack)  3,425m2. 

o Correct surface shape (shoves)  140m2. 

o Edge break repair  25,920m. 

o Edge drop repair  3,675m. 

o Guidepost maintenance  3 in total 

o Maintain signs  2 total 

o Repair pothole  261 in total. 

o Replace signs  2 in total 

o Safety barrier maintenance  132m. 

Major Projects 

Tooranie Road/Yarrein Creek Bridge: Contractor is engaged and has commenced works with 
a planned completion date of June 2025.Piles driven with works commencing on pile caps. 
Construction is two weeks behind the original schedule, due to difficulties created by 
waterlogged creek bed, this delay is compounded by company shutdown over Easter. 
Contractor to provide updated program demonstrating acceleration of tasks to achieve end 
of June deadline. Tender for construction of bridge approaches has closed and submissions 
evaluated.  

Design for Barham Sewage Treatment Upgrade: Design being undertaken by NSW 
Department of Public Works. Pump station Review of Environmental Factors has been 
completed. Design and specification for pump station nearing completion and will then be 
seeking funding to proceed to tender. Investigations including Review of Environmental 
Factors and Cultural Heritage Assessment are in progress for the Sewerage Treatment Plant 
upgrade, along with design packages for the rising mains, ponds, and decommissioning of 
the current STP. 

Mathoura and Picnic Point flood study: Tender closed 7 March 2025. Evaluation in progress 
to progress to contract award.  Clarifications sought from interest suppliers. 

Concept design for Moama Sewerage Scheme Upgrade: Option study review and concept 
design has been completed by NSW Department of Public Works. Council has selected two 
of the options provided to progress further in design and investigation phase.  

Murray Downs Foreshore Access Road: Completed Works: Survey and location of 
underground services (including physical location via potholing), clearing and grubbing of 
access road, design updates, culvert and subgrade installation, pavement installation. 
Upcoming works:  box culvert in swale drain, guidepost and signage, As-Built survey and 
documentation. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Monthly Operational Report - March 2025 (under separate cover)   
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9.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT AND SUPPLEMENTARY 
MATTERS 

9.2.1 PRIVATE ROAD NAMES WITHIN DISCOVER PARKS MNUFACTURED HOMES 
ESTATE, MOAMA (LOT 2 DP 577744) AT 80 MEROOL ROAD, MOAMA, NSW 2731 

File Number:  -  

Author: Rebecca Ward, Assets Officer 

Authoriser: Stephen Fernando, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Murray River Council (Council) resolve to endorse the road names Alexander Street, Britannia 
Street, Canally Street, Industry Lane, Ranger Lane, and Success Street, within the Discovery Parks 
Moama West (Lot 2 DP 577744), at 80 Merool Road, MOAMA NSW 2731. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

within the Manufactured Home Estate within Lot 2 DP 577744, at 80 Merool Road, Moama NSW 2731. 

DISCUSSION 

For the purposes of the Geographical Names Board NSW Address Policy Council are responsible for 
endorsing the authoritative road name of private roads and ensuring they are approved by the 
Geographical Names Board. 

The suggested names are based around local heritage paddle steamers in the surrounding area and 
the names comply with the requirements of the Geographical Names Board. The names have been 
checked against the Victorian Geographical Names Board within our border community. The suggested 
names are as follows. Their location is shown in Attachment 1, 2 & 3. 

Alexander Street  Alexander Arbuthnot Operates in Echuca 
Britannia Street - Privately Owned in Echuca 
Canally Street - Built in Echuca, fastest paddle boat built in Australia 
Industry Lane - Currently Located at Renmark, operated from Goolwa to Wentworth, Built 
the Lock System in the Murray River, 1 of only 6 remaining paddle steamers not to have 
been sunk. 
Ranger Lane - Located in Echuca, once used in the Conner family fishing fleet. 
Success Street  Being reconstructed in Echuca 

 
These roads will remain as Private Roads within the Discovery Parks Manufactured Homes Estate 
and Council will NOT have any responsibilities for the operation, maintenance or renewal of these 
assets. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

3. Strategic Theme 3: A place of Liveable Communities 

3.10 - Strategic planning which produces consistent, strategic, transparent outcomes - Streetscaping 
/ Master Planning / Placemaking. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Roads Act 1993.  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

The roads remain unnamed. 

How can it happen? 

Road names not endorsed. 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Difficulty identifying property, 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Medium to high 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Good in that Council staff are available to carry out the formality of naming and endorsing the 
private roads. 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Council to pass a resolution to endorse the names the private roads. 

CONCLUSION 

The proposed private road names comply with the Geographical Names Board guidelines for the 
naming of roads and are therefore supported. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Location of Lot 2 DP577744 - Discovery Parks Manufactured Homes Estate   
2. Proposed Site Layout of Discovery Parks Estate   
3. Location of Streets to be Named within Discovery Parks Estate   
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Road 1 Road 1 Road 1

Road 2 Road 2

Road 4Continuation of Road 4?? Continuation of Road 4??
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9.2.2 APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT COMMITEE MEMBER TO THE AUDIT, RISK AND 
IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (ARIC) 

File Number:  -  

Author: Sandra Gordon, Manager Governance & Risk 

Authoriser: Stephen Fernando, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Murray River Council (Council) resolve, in keeping with the Local Government Act 1993 and 
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, to appoint Ms. Leanne Mulcahy as the third 
independent member of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC). 

 
DISCUSSION 

 and the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
 require each Council in NSW to have: 

an Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) that continuously reviews and provides 
independent advice to Council on how it is functioning and managing risk; 

a robust risk management framework that accurately identifies and mitigates the risks facing the 
council and its operations; and 

an effective internal audit function that provides independent advice as to whether the council is 
 

These three mandatory governance mechanisms are key to ensuring that Councils are doing things 
the best way they can for 
and objectives. 

 risk management and internal audit will lead to Councils: 

achieving their strategic objectives in the most efficient, effective and economical manner; 

having better and more efficient levels of service delivery; 

having increased accountability and transparency; 

achieving better decision-making and having the confidence to make difficult decisions; 

having increased financial stability; 

achieving and maintaining compliance with all laws, regulations, internal policies and procedures; 
and 

better safeguarding their public assets. 

In light of these recent changes to the LG Act and Regulations, Council adopted a new Audit, Risk 
and Improvement Framework, a Terms of Reference and an Internal Auditor Charter at its March 
2024 meeting that encapsulated all the required changes.  

 

In December 2024, Council appointed the Joint Chairs/Committee Members  M/s. David Kortum 
 

Council advertised the role of the 3rd independent ember of ARIC, with the recruitment closing on 5th 
March 2025 and received 21 applications. 

After initial shortlisting by internal staff and a further shortlisting by the already appointed ARIC 
members, three (3) interviews for this position were conducted on Wednesday 2nd April 2025, with 
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the interview panel chaired by the current ARIC Chair Mr. Kortum. Ms. Leanne Mulcahy was 
identified as the preferred candidate.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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9.2.3 FINANCIAL REPORT - UNAUDITED FY 24/25 PERIOD ENDING 31 MARCH 2025 

File Number:  -  

Author: Nikki Chalmers, Financial Controller 

Authoriser: Stephen Fernando, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Murray River Council (Council) resolve to receive the Unaudited Financial Statements for the 
period to 31 March 2025 (FY2024/25), noting that reporting of monthly financial statements is not 
a regulatory requirement but nonetheless is being provided in furtherance of financial transparency 
and in keeping with financial reporting best practice. 

 

 
DISCUSSION 

This report provides the unaudited estimated financial performance and position of Murray River 
Council for the relevant period in the current financial year against the budget for the corresponding 
period.  

This report is not a requirement under the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) nor the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021 (the Regulation). However, it is provided to as an additional 
report to complement the existing financial reporting such as the quarterly budget reviews and the 
investments report.  

The Monthly Financial Report (in community reporting format) appears as Attachment 1.  

The Monthly Financial Statements (in formal reporting format) appears as Attachment 2. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Monthly Report - March 2025   
2. Financial Statements (Unaudited) for period to 31 March 2025   
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9.2.4 DRAFT CONCESSIONS FOR CONCEALED WATER LEAKS POLICY V#1 

File Number:  -  

Author: Sandra Gordon, Manager Governance & Risk 

Authoriser: Stephen Fernando, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the DRAFT Concessions for Concealed Water Leaks Policy V#1 be adopted and placed on 
public display. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council has not previously had a Concessions for Concealed Water Leaks Policy.  

DISCUSSION 

practice has been to install water meters for each of its connections and to levy a Water Consumption 
Charge (whether raw or filtered) based on the quantity of water registered on the meter for a given 
period of time. 

On occasion, plumbing within a property may experience a leak that is not readily detectable 
(concealed water leak) due to its nature and or location, resulting in an unusually high Water 
Consumption Charge. 

The objectives of this Policy are: 

To provide a financial concession to property owners who have received an unusually high 
Water Consumption Charge due to a concealed water leak, resulting in the said property 
owner(s) experiencing a hardship. 

To guide Council Officers in their decision-making on the extent of, and the conditions under 
which, financial concessions on Water Consumption Charges will be extended. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.6 - Provide clear, concise and consistent information that is easily accessible to our customers - 
Improve externally provided information and communication. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

Minimal budgetary implications. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 
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The Policy and the associated smartmeters/MiWater system will assist the ratepayers better 
manage their water accounts.  Potential water leaks can be identified in a timely fashion 
resulting in less disgruntled ratepayers.  

How can it happen? 

Changes in water consumption patterns may indicate an issue. 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Possible 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Low 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Adequate 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Continue with the public messaging about the benefits of registering for the MiWater app. 

CONCLUSION 

The property owner(s) is responsible for managing their water consumption. This includes 
registering on MiWater to monitor their water consumption and set up alerts for water leaks.  

This Policy gives ratepayers advice on managing a concealed water leak and what concessions they 
can apply for from Council and the conditions in which a concession will be granted.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. DRAFT Concessions for Concealed Water Leaks Policy V#1   
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CONCESSIONS FOR CONCEALED WATER LEAKS POLICY
POL-316

1. INTRODUCTION

Council provides both raw and filtered water s
has been to install water meters for each of its connections and to levy a Water Consumption Charge
(whether raw or filtered) based on the quantity of water registered on the meter for a given period of time.

On occasion, plumbing within a property may experience a leak that is not readily detectable (concealed 
water leak) due to its nature and or location, resulting in an unusually high Water Consumption Charge.

2. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Policy are:

To provide a financial concession to property owners who have received an unusually high Water 
Consumption Charge due to a concealed water leak, resulting in the said property owner(s) 
experiencing a hardship.

To guide Council Officers in their decision-making on the extent of, and the conditions under which, 
financial concessions on Water Consumption Charges will be extended.

3. SCOPE

This Policy is applicable to property owner(s) who are issued with a Water Notice containing a Water 
Consumption Charge Revenue Policy, who will experience financial hardship 
due to a larger than usual Water Notice resulting from a concealed water leak.

This policy also applies to Council Officers delegated to consider applications for concessions due to a 
concealed water leak.

4. LEGISLATION

Local Government Act 1993

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021

5. POLICY STATEMENT

5.1. PRINCIPLES

The property owner(s) is responsible for managing their water consumption. This includes registering 
on MiWater to monitor their water consumption and set up alerts for water leaks.

The property owner(s) is responsible for repairing water leaks, in a timely manner, in the water 
infrastructure carrying water from the water meter:

- Into the premises;

- In any internal pipes or plumbing fixtures within the premises; and/or

- In any irrigation piping or garden watering systems.

In keeping with Clause 159 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 and other relevant 
Legislation and Regulations. 

Subject to any concessions under this Policy, the property owner is responsible for the payment of 
the Water Notice in full, including consumption related to leaks, by the due date identified in the 
Water Notice, unless prior arrangements have been made for the payment of the Water Notice in 
instalments.
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CONCESSIONS FOR CONCEALED WATER LEAKS POLICY
POL-316

Any concessions, extended in keeping with this Policy, will be at the sole decision of Council. The
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) will make the final decision under his delegated authority from Council.  

Where Council becomes aware of a potential water leak at a property, Council will make best efforts 
to notify the property owner(s). Such notification is provided as an added service and the lack thereof, 
does not alter the availability or non-availability of concessions under this Policy.

Where a property owner(s) is not satisfied with the decision of Council, in relation to their application 
for a concession due to a concealed water leak, they may appeal the decision in keeping with 

Customer Feedback and Complaints Management Policy. 

Any appeals of decisions made under this Policy must be made within sixty (60) calendar days of the 
decision being communicated to the property owner(s).

5.2. ELIGIBILITY

Council will only consider a request for concession on a Water Notice due to a water leak where:

the leak was a concealed water leak; and

where a Smart Meter is installed at the property, the property owner(s) has registered on MiWater
and has active leak alerts in place, and

the property owner(s) took all reasonable steps to ensure that the concealed water leak was repaired 
within a reasonable period of time; and

the concealed water leak was repaired by a licensed plumber.

5.3. CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING OF CONCESSIONS

A reduction in water consumption charges will be granted only once per property per property owner
for each two-year period.

Concessions may be applied over two billing periods, as a single concealed water leak can affect the 
consumption over two billing periods.

A concession will only be available if the consumption for applicable billing period is above the Tier 1 
Allocation Limit (pro-rated where applicable).

Interest will accrue on all applicable overdue amount, in accordance with Council Revenue Policy
and related practices, while an application for a concession due to a concealed water leak is being 
assessed unless prior arrangements have been made for the payment of the Water Notice in 
instalments.

5.4. CALCULATION OF CONCESSIONS

Hourly Data Available 

(where detailed hourly consumption data is available through a Smart Meter, for number of days the 
concealed water leak existed or 30 days, whichever is lower)

Excess consumption 
due to Concealed 
water leak

=
1 through n

Minimum consumption 
rate (for a given day) X Number of 

leak hours

Where:

1 = first day of concealed water leak; and

N = day the concealed water leak, became apparent or the day on which the concealed water leak
ceased, whichever is earlier.
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No Hourly Data Available

(where no Automated Meter Reader (AMR) is installed, or no detailed hourly consumption information is 
available)

Excess Consumption 
due to Concealed water 
leak

X Concession Rate

Where:

Excess consumption 
due to Concealed water 
leak

= Consumption for applicable 
Billing Period - Non-concession consumption

and,

Concession Rate = Tier 2 Water Consumption 
Charge rate - Tier 2 Water Consumption 

Charge rate

and where,

Non-concession 
consumption

=
The greater of:

average consumpton for property, or
Tier 1 Allocation Limit (pro-rated where applicable)

If use of either of the above methods is deemed inappropriate by Council, under a given circumstance, 
then an alternate methodology may be adopted.

The decision whether to use an alternative methodology, and the alternative methodology to be used, will 
be at the discretion of the CEO or a Council Officer delegated to consider applications for concealed 
water leaks under this Policy.  Such decisions will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

5.5. LIMITATIONS OF CONCESSION

For purposes of calculating the concession, the concealed water leak volume will be capped at 1,000 
kilolitres per property connection for single residential properties and all non-residential properties.

Where the property is a multi-dwelling property, the concealed water leak volume will be capped for 
purposes of calculating the concession at 500 kilolitres per unit or assessment, subject to an overall 
limit for the multi-dwelling property of 5,000 kilolitres.

Where a residential property is the principal place of residence of an eligible pensioner, there will be 
no cap applied to the concealed water leak volume, in calculating the concession.

5.6. APPLYING FOR A CONCESSION

The property owner(s) must apply in writing for a reduction of water consumption charges due to a 
concealed water leak using the Application for a Concession on Water Account due to a Concealed 
Water Leak Form and completing all sections of the Form.

The application must be made, no later than the date on which payment for the consumption charge, 
on which the concession is being sought, falls due for payment. 

Application made after this date but before the next Water Notice, may be considered at the 
discretion of the delegated decision-maker. Where such an application is considered, the concession 
granted will be 50% of the concession as identified in Section  5.4 - CALCULATION OF 
CONCESSIONS of this Policy. 

An application received after the issuance of the next Water Notice will not be considered for relief.
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Repair of Concealed Water Leak Form, from the licensed plumber who carried out the repair work, 
certifying:

- the property on which the concealed water leak was discovered;

- the concealed water leak was repaired by the licensed plumber; 

- the date the concealed water leak was repaired; and

- the details of the plumbing repairs undertaken; including:

that the concealed water leak was in the main water supply pipe from the water meter to the 
primary constructed structure on the property; and

that the concealed water leak was in a location and/or a nature which contributed to it not 
being evident.

5.7. SPECIFIC EXCLUSIONS

Murray River Council (MRC) will not provide concessions for leaks that occur in:

internal pipework (under floor or within walls), water fittings and appliances including taps, toilets, 
showers, sinks, hot water systems and appliances with water connections such as dishwashers, 
washing machines and fridges; or

water tanks that are plumbed to the potable water supply, including solar water heaters and pipework 
related to such tank; or

external water taps, hoses, sprinklers and irrigation systems; or

swimming pools, spas and other water features including fittings and the pipework that supply such 
fixtures; or

firefighting equipment and systems.

Concessions will also not be available for water loss:

during construction, renovation, excavation or similar activity; or

due to theft, vandalism, and inadvertent use (e.g. tap/hose left running due to an oversight).

6. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Position Responsibility

Mayor
To lead Councillors in their understanding of, and compliance with this 
Policy.

CEO
To lead staff (either directly or through delegated authority) in their 
understanding of, and compliance with, this Policy and related 
procedures.

Directors, Managers and 
Supervisors

To communicate, implement and comply with this Policy and related 
procedures.

Council Officer(s)
To be aware of and ensure compliance with this Policy.

To make decision in keeping with this Policy (for officers with authority 
to make decisions on concessions for concealed water leaks).

Council Committees To be aware of and adhere to this Policy.
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7. EVALUATION AND REVIEW

It is the responsibility of the Manager Water Services with the assistance of the Chief Financial Officer, to 
monitor the adequacy of this Policy and recommend appropriate changes.

This Policy will be formally reviewed every four (4) years or as needed, whichever comes first.

8. ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS, DEFINITIONS & ACRONYMS

External:

NSW Ombudsman - Better Service and Communication Guidelines for Local Government

NSW Ombudsman - Good Conduct and Administrative Practice Guidelines (2nd Edition)

NSW Ombudsman - Unreasonable Complainant Conduct

Australian Standard - AS/NZS 3500.1:2021 Plumbing and Drainage Part 1: Water Services

Internal:

MRC Policy - Revenue Policy (applicable for the relevant financial year).

MRC Policy - Customer Feedback and Complaints Management

MRC Charter - Customer Service Charter

MRC Strategy Customer Service Strategy

MRC Form Concession on Water Notice due to a Concealed Water Leak Application Form
(Appendix 1) 

MRC Form - Concealed Water Leak Form  (page 2 of above form)  
(Appendix 2)

(or any amended or replacement Policy).

Definitions:

Term Definition

AMR Automated Meter Reader

Billing Period

shall mean the time between meter readings, used to calculate the 
consumption and therefore the Water Consumption Charge for the relevant 
period, and does not refer to the issue date or the payment due date on the 
Water Notice.

Council Murray River Council (MRC)

Concealed Water 
Leak

A
primary constructed structure, that is not apparent and could not reasonably be 
expected to be apparent, as determined by Council (i.e. hidden from view and 
no visible signs indicative of a leak due to it being at a considerable depth, 
underneath a building, footpath or concrete drive or similar reasons).

A leak shall be considered to have been made apparent and as such cease to 
be a concealed water leak from that point of time onwards.

if and when, Council provides a notification to the property owner(s) of the 
existence or the possible existence of a leak or an alert of high water 
consumption, whether such alter is delivered via post, email, phone call or 
as a short messaging service (SMS); or
the property owner(s) receive a high than usual Water Notice.
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Concealed water leak will not include leaks that are caused by:

a) the use of incorrect materials;

b) workmanship which is not consistent with applicable sections of AS/NZS 
3500.1;

c) internal infrastructure being of excessive age and/or in a poor state of 
repair;

d) as a result of any form of construction activity, including landscaping and 
gardening activities;

e) vandalism, theft or carelessness;

or where:

f) the leak occurred in pipework, fittings or appliances located within or on a 
building or structure;

g) the leak occurred in a swimming pool, spa or other water feature, or the 
fittings or pipework supplying them;

h) the leak occurred in pipework, fittings or appliances used in garden 
watering or irrigation.

Council Officer(s)

A Council Officer is defined as being one of the following: 

an employee, or
a contractor or subcontractor, or
an employee of a contractor or subcontractor, or
an employee of a labour hire company who has been assigned to work in 

an outworker, or
an apprentice or trainee, or
a student gaining work experience, or
a volunteer.

Kilolitre or kl 1,000 litres

MiWater
others, for accessing detailed water consumption information, setting up alerts 
for water leaks and high consumption and obtaining periodic water 
consumption reports. 

Principal Place of 
Residence

A single dwelling where the registered owner (ratepayer) resides for more than 
80% of the relevant financial year, as evidenced through the electoral roll, 
taxation, pension records or other document acceptable to Council.

Policy T Concealed Water Leak

Property Owner(s)

The owner(s) of a property within Murray River Council, as documented in 
which has a metered Filtered Water connection, 

where such property owner(s) have been issued a Water Notice containing a 
Water Consumption Charge.

Smart Meter

Water meters that have capability transmit periodic (hourly, daily) meter 
readings to a centralised Council system, enabling detailed consumption 
information to be made available to property owner(s) through a customer 
portal, and the issuance of leak and high consumption alerts to property 
owner(s), provided such owner(s) have created an account for themselves on 
the customer portal.
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Tier 1 Allocation Limit

The maximum volume on which the Tier 1 Consumption Charge rate will be 
applicable as identified within the Revenue Policy as adopted by Council each 
financial year. Where Tier 1 Allocation is defined as an annual allocation and 
calculations are for a Billing Period, a pro-rated Tier 1 Allocation limit will be 
used.

Water Consumption 
Charge

A charge levied on properties with a metred water connection, based on the 

annual Revenue Policy.

Water Notice
A Notice issued to property owner(s) detailing consumption charges related to 
the water supplied to the relevant property.

9. DOCUMENT CONTROL

Version 
No.

Details Dates
CM9 

Reference
Resolution 

No.

1 Initial Issue DRAFT VF/24/1970

Council reserves the right to review, vary or revoke this policy at any time
This Policy is scheduled for review before 2029

NOTE:

This is a controlled document. If you are reading a printed copy please check that you have the latest
version by checking it on Council s Electronic Document system. Printed or downloaded versions of this
document are uncontrolled.

DISCLAIMER:

guidelines and codes of practice. In the case of any discrepancies, the most recent legislation should 
prevail. This document does not constitute legal advice. Legal advice should be sought in relation to 
particular circumstances and liability will not be accepted for losses incurred as a result of reliance on this 
document.

It is recognised that, from time to time, circumstances may change leading to the need for minor 
administrative changes to this document. Where an update does not materially alter this, such a change 
may be made administratively. Examples include a change to the name of a Business Unit, position title or 
a change to the name of a Federal or State Government department, and a minor update to legislation 
which does not have a material impact. When such changes are made the version number will be 
amended, and an extension added (e.g. V#1.1)
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INTERPRETATION GUIDE

Hourly Data Available

Property A has had a concealed water leak. The total consumption for billing period in which the 
concealed water leak occurred was 250 kl. As hourly meter reading data is available for Property A, the 
meter data management system will calculate the exact quantum of the leak on a weekly basis as in Table 
1:

Table 1 Table 2

Week Leak (kl) Tier Rate ($)

1 30.0 2 2.70

2 103.7 1 1.40

3 90.2 Difference 1.30

Total 223.9

Table 3

Total Quantum of Leak (Calculated) 223.9 kl

Total Consumption for billing Period 250.0 kl

Tier 1 Allocation * 75.0 kl

Consumption above Tier 1 Allocation 175.0 kl

Max Consumption Eligible for Concession
(lower of 223.9 kl and 175.0 kl)

175.0 kl

* Annual Tier 1 Allocation Limit of 225 kl pro-rated into 3 Billing Periods per annum

The rate per kl applicable in calculating the concession is the difference between the Tier 2 Consumption 
Charge Rate and Tier 1 Consumption Charge Rate as depicted in Table 2.

Even though the quantum of the leak is calculated as 223.9 kl, only the quantum used above 75 kl (pro-
rated Tier 1 Allocation Limit) for the Billing Period will be eligible for concession. Therefore, the maximum 
quantum eligible for concession is 175 kl (the consumption for the Billing Period of 250 kl less the pro-
rated Tier 1 Allocation of 75 kl). See Table 3.

The concession for Property A therefore would be 175 kl multiplied by the difference between the rates 
applicable to the two Tiers ($1.30 as shown in Table 2), which amounts to $227.50.

No Hourly Data Available

Property B has had a concealed water leak. Property B is not receiving hourly data through the AMR 
device installed on its water. The total consumption for Property B for the billing period of the concealed 
water leak was 400 kl. The Tier 1 Allocation Limit for the Billing Period is 75 kl (Annual Tier 1 Allocation
limit of 225 kl pro-rated for the Billing Period, based on three Billing Periods per annum).

In this instance, the non-concession consumption for Property B will be calculated as the average 
consumption of the three previous corresponding billing periods.

Table 1 Table 2

Period Consumption (kl) Tier Rate ($)

1 100 2 2.70

2 80 1 1.40

3 150 Difference 1.30

Average 110

For the purposes of calculating relief under this policy, the non-concession consumption for Property B will 
be 75 kl. (pro-rated Tier 1 Allocation Limit of 75 kl). 
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Therefore:

the excess consumption due to concealed water leak will be 400 less 110; i.e. 290 kl.

the concession for Property B would be 290 kl multiplied by the difference between the rates 
applicable to the two Tiers ($1.30 as shown in Table 2) which amounts to $377.
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Inclusions and Exclusions Diagram
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Appendix 1: 
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9.3 DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATTERS

9.3.1 MENINYA STREET - DECISION ON ECHUCA STREET INTERSECTION 

File Number:  -  

Author: Matthew Sherman, Project Manager Meninya Street Precinct Project 

Authoriser: Daniel Hughes, Acting Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive the information contained in this report regarding the Meninya Street Precinct 
Project; and 

 

2. Adopt Option 1 to prioritise parking provided at the Echuca Street Intersection.  

 
BACKGROUND 

transform Moama into a vibrant precinct of social and economic activity. 

Reshaping Meninya Street from a transport thoroughfare into an innovative and sustainable precinct, 
this project intends to position Moama as a key tourist destination through place-making to 
complement surrounding economic markets. 

Strategically investing in infrastructure, open spaces and surrounding points of interest, Council aims 
to create a 'sense of place' and support high intensity developments including multi-level and multi-
function spaces for business and the community to thrive. 

Delivered in a staged approach, the multi-year project will enhance not only Meninya Street, but the 
surrounding precinct to create stronger connections to points of interest including the Horseshoe 
Lagoon, Moama Beach and the surrounding natural environment. 

Spiire Australia Pty Ltd is currently engaged to complete a detailed design for the Meninya Street 
Precinct Project. The design has substantially progressed and is currently on hold pending a decision 
on options for the Echuca Street intersection. 

DISCUSSION 

The two options for the Echuca Street intersection are outlined in the following section. 

Note that plans shown were prepared prior to Council resolving to include angle parking bays 
rather than parallel. Once a decision is made on the Echuca Street intersection option, the 
plans will be updated to reflect angle parking. 

 

Option 1  Prioritise on-street parking supply  Preferred Option:  

This option involves removal of the existing turning lane as per Figure 1. The design prioritises 
parking and traffic calming within the precinct to support increased pedestrian visitation and length 
of stay. The removal of the turning lane at Echuca Street will discourage heavy vehicles from utilising 
Meninya Street to access the industrial estate and will instead encourage the use of the new 
bridge and access via Nicholas Drive. Light vehicles requiring access to Echuca Street can 
complete a U-turn at the Maiden Street roundabout, adding approximately 26 seconds to their trip.  

Benefits:  
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Provision of parking in front of businesses

Additional pedestrian crossing facilities 

Traffic calming 

Truck and service vehicle deterrence in Meninya Street and encourage use of new Echuca 
Moama Bridge, Nicholas Drive and Blair Street (noting this is not preferred due to additional 
turning movements). 

Cons:  

For those vehicles wishing to access Echuca Street, a U-turn at Maiden Street will result in 
a 26 second or less delay. 

Figure 1  Option 1 Arrangement  

 

 

Option 2  Retain a Right-Hand Turning Lane  

This option includes provision of a turning lane into Echuca Street as per Figure 2. This design 
prioritises traffic movement within Meninya Street and will continue to allow vehicles to access the 
industrial estate via Echuca Street. The provision of a turning lane at Echuca Street will impact the 
supply of parking bays adjacent to Echuca Street and decrease pedestrian appeal due to noise and 
vehicular traffic. An estimated 4 bays are impacted by retaining a turning lane in this location.  

Figure 2  Option 2 Arrangement 
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.  

 

Consultation Process 

Officers have reported the Echuca Street intersection to Council in the months of November and 
December 2024 with Councillors deferring a decision to gather further information on the Project. As 
a result, officers have undertaken the following steps to provide Council with additional information 
regarding the Meninya Street Precinct Project in addition to the report regarding the Echuca Street 
intersection. The Project team completed the following activities in response to Councillor feedback:  

02/12/2024 - 1 hour briefing on the history and progress of the project since 2019. 
Presentation focused on the justification for the project, feedback received during 
consultation, timelines, car parking and disbenefits and benefits related to two options 
provided at Echuca Street. 

17/12/2024 - 2.5-hour workshop including an onsite walkthrough of the streetscape including 
a focused discussion relating to on-street and off-street parking and the Echuca Street 
Intersection. 

Business Consultation (from 13/12/2024  17/01/2025) to gain feedback and preferences 
between Option 1 and Option 2 to report back to Council to assist decision making. 

21/01/2025 - 3-hour workshop with Councillors including presentations from Spiire Australia 
and a review of feedback received on the Echuca Street Intersection following business 
consultation. This workshop also covered a deep dive on car parking, place score 
assessment of the streetscape and enabled business owners to address Council.  

 

Business Consultation 

In December 2024, businesses in Meninya Street received a digital and physical copy of the Meninya 
Street Detail Design Plans including Option 1 and Option 2 for the Echuca Street Intersection. 
Businesses were instructed to provide feedback by the 17th of January 2025 outlining a preference 
between the two options at Echuca Street to assist decision making. Letter drops included a 
summary of the two options as well as benefits and disbenefits of each option. Businesses were 
advised to provide any feedback via email so it could be recorded to assist in Project decisions.  

A total of 12 responses were received, with 7 providing support for Option 1. Other responses did 
not provide direct preference for Option 1 or Option 2, however provided feedback on other items 
related to the Meninya Street Precinct Project (refer to attachments). 
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Following the consultation feedback, officers are therefore recommending selection of Option 1 for 
the Echuca Street Intersection. This option is in line with the recommendation from the project team 
as it supports the objectives of the project in relation to heavy vehicle deterrence, traffic calming and 
supporting a pedestrian environment.  

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

3. Strategic Theme 3: A place of Liveable Communities 

3.10 - Strategic planning which produces consistent, strategic, transparent outcomes - Streetscaping 
/ Master Planning / Placemaking. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

No budgetary implications are associated with the approval of this report or selecting a preferred 
option as outlined in the discussion section. The selection of a preferred option will enable the 
detailed design to be completed and cost estimates to be developed for the future works. 

Spiire has not sought any additional fees from Council to date for placing the completion of detailed 
design on hold.  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

Project Delays . A decision on the Echuca Street intersection is not achieved and the project 
remains on hold.  

Traffic Movement  Option 1 and Option 2 both have impacts to traffic movement. Option 1 will 
calm traffic movement within Meninya Street to support a pedestrian environment by directing 
vehicles via Nicholas Drive to the industrial estate. Option 2 will maintain high traffic counts 
through Meninya Street by encouraging the use of Echuca Street for heavy vehicles and 
service vehicles.  

Business Concerns  Option 1 directly responds to business feedback within the precinct by 
prioritising car parking bay provision over a turning lane. Car parking provision has been made 
a priority for the project. Pursuing Option 2 will likely trigger concerns from Meninya Street 
businesses losing parking provisions in an area which experiences high parking demand.  

How can it happen? 

Project Delays: Triggered if a decision is not made. 

Traffic Movement: Retaining a turning lane at Echuca Street will continue to encourage 
vehicles to utilise Meninya Street including vehicles accessing the industrial estate such as 
service vehicles. The objectives of the streetscape projects are to discourage trucks utilising 
Meninya Street under normal driving conditions to support visitation and length of stay.  

Business Concerns for parking provisions  Triggered if option 2 is pursued as this will reduce 
parking provisions by 4 bays which is not preferred based on feedback received.  

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Failure to achieve project objectives: The Meninya Street Precinct Project is a multi-million-
dollar project, and it is critical to achieve the design outcomes conveyed by council and the 
community. During consultation it was identified that the community was seeking a pedestrian 
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environment and decreased heavy vehicle traffic through the precinct. Failure to deliver this 
outcome may result in dissatisfaction from the end user in the long term. 

Project Timelines: Delaying a decision will delay the project completion date and potentially 
result in Spiire seeking additional costs to complete the design. 

Opportunity Costs: Until a detailed design and costings are complete, there is no opportunity 
to apply for any relevant grant funding that becomes available for future staged implementation 
of works.  

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Dependent on the resolution for this report. 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Controls are acceptable.  

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Treatment options are to endorse the recommendation outlined in the report.  

CONCLUSION 

The recommendation is to proceed with Option 1 which is in line with feedback from businesses. 
The recommended option complies with relevant Australian Standards, Austroads Guidelines and 
support the objectives outlined in the Meninya Street Master Plan. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Meninya Street - Echuca Turning Lane - BAP Feedback - Confidential (under separate 
cover)   

2. Meninya Street - Echuca Turning Lane - Bridges on Meninya Feedback - Confidential 
(under separate cover)   

3. Meninya Street - Echuca Turning Lane - CLRS Feedback - Confidential (under separate 
cover)   

4. Meninya Street - Echuca Turning Lane - EM Physio - Confidential  
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Nil  
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9.5 DIRECTOR COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT AND
SUPPLEMENTARY MATTERS  

9.5.1 SECTION 355 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES AS AT MARCH 2025 

File Number:  -  

Author: Karen Buckley, Manager of Local Connections 

Authoriser: Beck Hayward, Acting Director Community & Economic Development  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the March Section 355 Committee Report 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council has 19 x Section 355 committees. These committees are delegated by Council to oversee 
the day-to-day management of facilities owned by council and provide advice to Council about such 
facilities. 

The committees are made up of community volunteers who contribute freely to Council operations. 

Council  Section 355 Committees are to provide minutes of each committee meeting to keep 
 

DISCUSSION 

It is vital to ensure that volunteers are well supported and managed from recruitment right through 
to execution of delegated responsibilities. 

The role of Manager Local Connections is responsible for working collaboratively with committees 
to assist them to meet their obligations as required by S355 of the Local Government Act 1993 and 
to improve governance and risk mitigation. 

Minutes are . 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

2. Strategic Theme 2:  A Place of Progressive Leadership 

2.5 - Continue to be a trusted and ethical leader that leads by example - Leadership that is trusted, 
capable and collaborative. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

The scope of the Committees  financial transactions varies. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Murray River Council Asset Management Policy (POL305).  

Murray River Council Section 355 Committee Policy (POL119)  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1993.  

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

Council & Committee fail to meet their obligations. 
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How can it happen?

Committees are generally unaware of the full extent of their roles and responsibilities 
particularly in relation to WH&S, operational procedures and systems, procurement, and 
financial reporting 

Council has a responsibility to provide requisite support and guidance to committees to ensure 
they understand their responsibilities and have necessary skills and capacity to fulfill 
obligations. 

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

Volunteers are a vital part of Councils operations and contribute immensely to Councils 
resources. 

Several Section 355 committees are very fragile and their medium to longer term viability is 
questionable. 

Council is under considerable pressure to comply with onerous obligations relating to the 
support and management of section 355 committees under the Local Government Act 

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Likely 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Moderate 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Council needs to carefully consider the structure required to best support committees. 

The role of Manager Local Connections was created to work collaboratively with committees 
of Council to assist them to meet their obligations as required by S355 of the Local Government 
Act 1993 and to improve governance and risk mitigation. 

Steps will be taken to optimise the viability of committees where appropriate; consider the 
scope of support council will provide to support committees; determine the criteria that will 

tees, and what the 
intervention will be; plan for contingency management options and fully recognise the cost of 

 

CONCLUSION 

Through the Manager of Local Connections, Council should continue to support these committees 
and note the minutes of meetings attached. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Barham School of Arts - Meeting Minutes - March 2025   
2. Koraleigh Recreation Reserve & Hall Meeting Minutes - March 2025   
3. Murray Shire Hall Meeting Minutes - February 2025   
4. Wakool Memorial Hall Meeting Minutes - March 2025   
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   MURRAY  SHIRE  HALL  COMMITTEE                 

         Minutes  of  Meeting  Held  

              on 17th February 2025 
 

Present;   Betty Murphy, Ian Fisher, Heidi Glenn, Cr Kylie Berryman 

Apologies;   Alison McLean, Bronwyn Eddy, Karen Buckley 

Minutes of Previous Meeting; Moved Heidi, seconded Ian that the minutes of the meeting 
held on 14th October 2024 are true and correct.                      Carried 

Business Arising;     Nil 

Treasurers Report;    Bank Balance as at 31st January 2025 is, $6908.76.  

Moved Heidi, seconded Betty, that the Treasurers Report be accepted.        Carried 

General Business;   

1. Margaret Watson;  Heidi advised that she had sent a spray of flowers to Margaret in 
the last week before she died. Moved that Heidi be reimbursed the $114 cost for the 
flowers.           Carried 

2. Council $1000 Allocation;  Council has provided an Invoice for $1000 given to the 
Committee to assist with day to day operational expenses. 

3. Emergency Double Doors;   Ian advised that he had spoken with David Dundee 
regarding the dust and leaves getting into the Hall under the double doors. David to 
attend to.  

4. Hall Chairs, Australia Day;    The Mathoura Events Committee were appointed by 
Council to organise the recent Australia Day ceremony in Mathoura, however there 
was confusion within Council as to ownership and responsibility for the chairs. Ian 
ultimately provided the Hall key to Pam Fitzpatrick who arranged collection and 
return of the chairs. 

Next Meeting,  Monday 13th May  2025 

Meeting closed 5.06pm 
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 Wakool Memorial Hall Meeting 
 

17th December 2025  7:00pm  Wakool Memorial Hall 
 

President Ian Troy welcomed everyone and declared meeting opened at pm 
 

Present: Ian Troy, Alana Lester, Irene Coote, Elle Brain, Brian Pilcher, Dennis Gleeson, Brian Pilcher 
 
Apologies: June Lowry, Darryl Coote, Catherine Troy 
 

Correspondence Inward:  
Email from Karen Buckley re: Maintenance payment of $1500.00 to be given to hall. Alana sent invoice to Karen. 
 
Outward: 
Alana Emailed Karen Buckley the $1500.00 invoice. 
 

Minutes from last meeting read by and moved by Alana Flight. 2nd Irene Coote. 
 

Business Arising:   
Kitchen Upgrade  David Dundee is still getting quotes. 
 
Hire of Hall  Candice is running her business out of the hall. All seems to be doing well. Alana needs to catch up 
with her to get usage dates and send a bill for hire costs. We will look into getting Rory Chalmers to clean the 
carpets. 
 
Maintenance  Karen Buckley emailed that the council had some funds available and have allocated the hall 
committee $1500.00. Alana has emailed Karen the Invoice. 
 
Financial Report 
Previous balance $11,455.94  
Deposited - $426.95      Expenses - $446.92 
G Treweek chairs $121.95     Origin $446.95 
Hall Hire Progress $165.00      
Peter Lowry Hire $140.00         
            
BALANCE $11,435.97 as at 17/03/2025 
Moved Irene Coote  2nd Alana Lester 
 
General Business 
Grants  Elle advised of a grant workshop in Barham and Moulamein. There is a MRC $3000 grant available. We 
were thinking of getting quotes to upgrade the sound system. Alana to look into it. Elle may be able to provide a 
company name. 
 
Power- Power bill has gone up quite a bit. Elle will check what is happening with power through the shire and let us 
know. 
 
Watering System / Gardening  Lawns are not looking great. Possible problems with the power and watering 
system. Hopefully gardening picks back up soon. Trees were pruned recently. 
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New secretary  Alana is relocating to the NT so a new secretary will be needed in the coming weeks/month s so we 
need to keep a look out for a new secretary. 
 
Meeting Closed at 7:41pm 
Next Meeting  Monday 2nd June at 6:30pm 
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9.5.2 MOAMA PRESCHOOL - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

File Number:  -  

Author: Beck Hayward, Acting Director Community & Economic Development 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council, having observed the public notice period in accordance with Section 356 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, resolve to reimburse the Preschool for its operational maintenance costs 
for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST. This decision is made in good faith 
and does not alter or cancel any other terms of the lease or contribution agreement between the 
parties. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council and the Moama and District Preschool (MDPS) collaborated closely over several years to 
facilitate the opening of their new facility in Term 1, 2024. Situated on Moama Recreation Reserve, 
the new preschool was funded through a successful grant application under Round Five of the 
Building Better Regions Fund, securing $2,902,469, alongside a $1.5 million contribution from the 
NSW Government's Start Strong Capital Works Grant Program. Council also committed $1.5 million 
to the project.  

The project underscores the dedication of both Council and the MDPS to enhancing early education 
access. This initiative highlights Council's ongoing efforts to foster economic growth, improve 
community infrastructure, and ensure a sustainable future for the region. 

 

In November 2024 the MDPS wrote to Council seeking financial assistance to cover the maintenance 
costs associated with running the new facility.  

Council previously resolved to: 

1. proceed with the necessary steps to provide financial assistance to Moama and District 
 

2. in accordance with Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council will provide 28 

Preschool. 

3. subject to the completion of the public notice period and consideration of any submissions 
received, Council resolves to reimburse the Preschool for its operational maintenance costs 
for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST. This decision is made in good 
faith and does not alter or cancel any other terms of the lease or contribution agreement 
between the parties. 

4. delegate authority to the Acting CEO to execute a deed of variation to the existing lease with 
Moama and District Preschool, reducing the $5,000 per annum Crown Land rental 
component to the annual statutory minimum (currently $604.00 + GST) to conform to the 
requirements stipulated in the Crown Lands Management Act 2016. 

DISCUSSION 

The proposal to pass a resolution to grant financial assistance to reimburse the Preschool for its 
operational maintenance costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST has 
been placed on public display for the required notice period and no submissions were received.  
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Council is now able to resolve to reimburse the Preschool for its operational maintenance costs for 
the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST.

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

5. Strategic Theme 5: A place of Prosperity and Resilience 

5.6 - Continue to develop strong and resilient communities - Increased educational opportunities. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposed financial assistance in the amount of $14,925.05 will come from 
maintenance allocation, in which there are sufficient funds. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Murray River Council Asset Management Policy (POL305).  

Murray River Council Leasing and Licensing Policy 

 

Legislative Implications 

Local Government Act 1993. (Act)  

Local Government (General) Regulations 2005. (Regulations) 

RISK ANALYSIS 

What can happen? 

Council may choose not to resolve to grant financial assistance to reimburse the Preschool for 
its operational maintenance costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including 
GST. 

How can it happen? 

Council does not resolve to grant financial assistance to reimburse the Preschool for its 
operational maintenance costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST.  

What are the consequences of the event happening? 

If Council does not resolve to grant financial assistance to reimburse the Preschool for its 
operational maintenance costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST, 
it will be going against a previous Council resolution.  

What is the likelihood of the event happening? 

Unlikely 

Adequacy of existing controls? 

Adequate 

Treatment options to mitigate the risk? 

Ensure Council understands the background to this report and the previous resolutions. 

CONCLUSION 

The proposal to pass a resolution to grant financial assistance to reimburse the Preschool for its 
operational maintenance costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST has 
been placed on public display for the required notice period and no submissions were received.  

Council is now in apposition to resolve to reimburse the Preschool for its operational maintenance 
costs for the year 2024, in the amount of $14,925.05 including GST. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Nil
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9.6 CORRESPONDENCE REPORT

9.6.1 CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 

File Number:  -  

Author: Jan Donald, Executive Administration Officer 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Correspondence Report be received and the information noted by the Council. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Due to the volume of correspondence that Council receives from Government Agencies, each 
Councillor has been forwarded the emails directly. As per resolution 290921 at the September 28, 
2021, Council meeting, incoming emails from Government Agencies will not be included in this report 
unless by exception, only outgoing correspondence to Government agencies and general 
correspondence is recorded in the report.  
 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Celebrating 44 years of Tidy Towns 

Letter of thanks from Moulamein Football & Netball Club 

The Hon Rose Jackson MLC - Water pricing and environmental water recovery 
 
OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Swan Hill District Health letter of support 

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC  - Review of SW REZ 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Celebrating 44 years of Tidy Towns   
2. Letter of thanks - Moulamein Football Netball Club Inc.   
3. Water pricing & environmental water recovery - The Hon Rose Jackson   
4. Swan Hill District Service - letter of support   
5. The Hon Penny Sharpe - Inquiry into the Impact of REZ on Rural & Regional 

Communities   
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From: Deborah Kelly <dkelly@kabnsw.org.au> 
Sent: Friday, 28 March 2025 10:59 AM
To: Admin <admin@murrayriver.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: ATTN: John Harvie - Join Us in Celebrating 44 Years of Tidy Towns!

Dear Cr Harvie 

In 2025, Keep Australia Beautiful NSW (KAB NSW) proudly celebrates the 44th year of the iconic 
Tidy Towns program, and we would love to have your council involved.

groups, volunteers, organizations, schools, and individuals who are making a positive impact in 
your unique regional area.

This year’s award categories highlight key environmental challenges and opportunities, ensuring 
we continue to support and showcase innovative projects that enhance the future sustainability 
of towns across regional NSW. The category awards will once again contribute to the selection 
of the prestigious Overall KAB NSW Tidy Town Award for 2025.

Attached are the 2025 Tidy Towns Entry Kit + Flyer, which provide details on the entry process.

Join us in this exciting journey and connect with regional towns across NSW as we celebrate the 
incredible environmental work happening in our communities!

If you have any questions or need further information, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

We would love to see the great work Murray River Council is doing in their community.

With best regards
Deborah

Deborah Kelly
Administration and Program Support 
Keep Australia Beautiful NSW
P. 02 8594 4000 | M. 0402 111 252
E. dkelly@kabnsw.org.au
W. www.kabnsw.org.au

In the spirit of reconciliation Keep Australia Beautiful NSW acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of 
country throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. 

We pay our respect to their elders past and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples today.
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 Moulamein Football Netball Club Inc 
 PO Box 58 
 Moulamein 2733 NSW 
 (  
        2733  ABN 56 368 843 513 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Luke Keogh 
Murray River Council 
Tuesday, 8 April 2025 

To Luke Keogh and the Murray River Council, 

I am writing to extend a deep and heartfelt thank you to you, Luke Keogh, and the Murray River Council for funding 
the project for the truly exceptional upgrade and repairs to the Moulamein netball courts. This project reflects the 
strength of a shared vision, the unwavering dedication, and the remarkable cooperation of all those involved. 

The project team—Luke, Kirsty Atkins, and Kathy Munro—poured significant diligence and commitment into this 
endeavour. From planning and execution to the final touches, each individual demonstrated incredible skill and tireless 
effort to bring this vision to life. Every detail speaks volumes about their professionalism and passion for creating a 
space that profoundly serves our community. 

The restored netball courts now stand as a shining example of what can be achieved when unity, hard work, and 
mutual respect come together. They are not just a place for sports and recreation—they represent a revitalised hub for 
connection and celebration, where individuals of all ages can gather, engage, and grow. The impact of this upgrade is 
immeasurable, as it goes beyond infrastructure; it contributes to the fabric of our community. 

Your leadership has been instrumental in driving this project forward, and the support and commitment from the 
Murray River Council were nothing short of inspiring. Your focus on the well-being of our community, along with the 
exemplary project team’s attention to detail and dedication, ensured the success of this initiative and set a standard for 
what can be accomplished through collaboration. 

Additionally, we extend our gratitude to the hardworking individuals who took on the labour-intensive tasks involved 
in this project. Their efforts and expertise brought the plans and vision to fruition. The remarkable craftsmanship, 
quality of work, and determination of these individuals are evident in every aspect of the courts' upgrade, and it is 
truly appreciated. 

This achievement reminds us of the power of cooperation and the incredible results that can emerge when people work 
together for a common goal. It has rejuvenated the physical space and the spirit of the Moulamein community, 
creating an environment that will be cherished for years to come. 

Once again, thank you, Luke Keogh, the Murray River Council, Kirsty Atkins, Kathy Munro, and everyone who 
contributed to this project. Your commitment to excellence and your genuine care for the community has made a 
profound and lasting difference. 

With immense gratitude, 

Ron Doran 
Secretary MFNC 
M: 0409 431 464 

E: mfnc2023@outlook.com 
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8 April 2025

Peter Abraham
Chief Executive Officer
Swan Hill District Health
PO Box 483
Swan Hill VIC 3585
Email: communications@shdh.org.au

Dear Peter, 

RE: Support for the Swan Hill District Health MRI Appeal

Thank you for your letter dated 26 March 2025 regarding support for the Swan Hill District Health 
MRI Appeal. We acknowledge the importance of this initiative and the significant benefits that local 
access to MRI services would bring to our shared communities.

In response to your request, our Acting Manager of Economic Development and Tourism, Julia 
Druitt, has spoken directly with your Communications team to discuss how we can best support the 
campaign.

We are pleased to contribute in the following ways:
Sharing information about the MRI Appeal with our community through various Council 
communication channels, to help raise awareness and encourage local support.
Providing your Communications team with details of our Quick Response Grant, which may 
offer a potential funding opportunity.

We value the collaborative spirit of this initiative and are glad to support improved health outcomes 
for our communities.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if there is anything further we can do to assist.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Ryan
Acting CEO

JD
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Document ID: 

5 March 2025 
 
The Hon. Penny Sharpe, MLC 
Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy, Minister for the Environment, and Minister 
for Heritage 
52 Martin Place 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
Email: office@sharpe.minister.nsw.gov.au  
 
Dear Minister Sharpe, 
 
Re: Urgent Review of South West Renewable Energy Zone (SW Rez) Regulations and 
Equitable Benefit Distribution for Murray River Council Communities.  

Murray River Council strongly supports the transition to renewable energy and 
acknowledges the South West Renewable Energy Zone (SW Rez) as a significant driver of 
regional economic development, clean energy objectives, and long-term sustainability. 
However, the unique geographic structure of the SW Rez boundary unlike other 
Renewable Energy Zones (REZs) that align with Local Government Area (LGA) borders
creates serious inequities that undermine the potential benefits for many affected 
communities. 

Following our recent correspondence with EnergyCo, we acknowledge their direction to 
consider alternative community benefit-sharing opportunities. However, this response does 
not address our core concerns: 

 Communities outside the SW Rez boundary are still bearing substantial impacts from 
renewable energy projects but remain ineligible for direct funding, infrastructure investment, 
and long-term economic participation. 

 Existing benefit-sharing programs are inadequate in addressing the scale of local 
government challenges, particularly in infrastructure strain, housing shortages, and service 
pressures. 

 A once-in-a-generation opportunity to deliver fair and lasting benefits across the entire 
region is at risk of being squandered due to restrictive boundary and funding rules 
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Murray River Council  PO Box 906, Moama NSW 2731  p 1300 087 004  ·  f 03 5884 3417  ·  e admin@murrayriver.nsw.gov.au  ·  w www.murrayriver.nsw.gov.au 

Murray River Council urgently requests a review of the SW Rez framework to ensure 
fairness, inclusivity, and equitable economic distribution for all impacted communities within 
our LGA. 

Key Issues That Require Immediate Government Action 

1. The Need to Expand SW Rez Boundaries to Include Affected Communities 

The arbitrary boundary definitions of the SW Rez exclude many communities within the 
Murray River LGA that are directly impacted by renewable energy projects. Transmission 
lines, workforce movement, and infrastructure pressures do not stop at the Rez border, yet 
affected communities outside the Rez border have no formal access to benefits. 

Murray River Council calls for an urgent review of the REZ boundary model, with 
consideration of: 

 Applying a Local Government Area (LGA)-wide approach to ensure all communities 
experiencing Rez-related impacts are included in funding eligibility. 

 Creating a mechanism for communities outside the current Rez to access direct financial 
and infrastructure support. 

Without these changes, we risk deepening regional disparities where some communities 
gain economic uplift while others experience long-term burdens with no compensation. 

2.  

outside the SW Rez boundary. 

Murray River Council formally requests: 

 A clear determination from EnergyCo on whether funding from the Community and 
Employment Benefit Program can be allocated to affected communities outside the Rez 
boundary. 

 A pathway for adaptation, should legislative or regulatory amendments be necessary to 
ensure fair and flexible funding eligibility for impacted regions. 

If EnergyCo lacks the authority to approve funding for these communities, the NSW 
Government must take immediate action to rectify this regulatory oversight. 
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Murray River Council  PO Box 906, Moama NSW 2731  p 1300 087 004  ·  f 03 5884 3417  ·  e admin@murrayriver.nsw.gov.au  ·  w www.murrayriver.nsw.gov.au 

3.Ensuring Equitable Distribution of SW Rez Benefits 

Renewable energy development is not confined to mapped Rez zones; its impact extends 
across LGAs, affecting roads, housing, emergency services, and local economies. Yet, 
funding allocations remain strictly tied to the Rez boundary, rather than the real-world 
distribution of challenges. 

To achieve a fair and balanced transition, we urge the government to: 

 Implement a funding model that distributes benefits in proportion to regional impact, rather 
than just geographic inclusion within the Rez. 

 Ensure local councils receive direct support to address infrastructure degradation, housing 
affordability, and economic pressures caused by the rapid influx of Rez-related 
development. 

 Establish a regional impact assessment framework that considers cumulative effects on 
non-Rez communities and adjusts funding distribution accordingly. 

Next Steps and Urgent Government Action Required 

The urgency of this issue cannot be overstated. The decisions made now will define the 

come. 

We therefore request: 

1. A formal review of SW Rez boundary regulations to expand eligibility for affected 
communities within the Murray River LGA. 

2. Clarification from EnergyCo on its authority to fund projects outside the Rez boundary 
and, if necessary, state intervention to amend regulations. 

3. Immediate steps to ensure funding is distributed based on regional impact rather than 
strict boundary lines. 
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Murray River Council  PO Box 906, Moama NSW 2731 p 1300 087 004  ·  f 03 5884 3417  ·  e admin@murrayriver.nsw.gov.au  ·  w www.murrayriver.nsw.gov.au

Murray River Council remains committed to collaborative engagement with the NSW 
Government and EnergyCo to achieve a fair and sustainable solution. We request a 
meeting at your earliest convenience to discuss these concerns in detail.

We appreciate your prompt attention to this critical issue and look forward to your response.

Yours Sincerely

Mayor
Murray River Council

CC: Hon. Tara Moriarty
       Hon. Christopher Minns 
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9.7 SUNDRY DELEGATES REPORT

9.7.1 SUNDRY DELEGATES REPORT 

File Number:  -  

Author: Bernie Carne, Executive Services 

Authoriser: Sarah Ryan, Acting Chief Executive Officer  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Sundry Delegates Report of the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 March 2025 
through to 31 March 2025 be received and the information noted by the Council; and reasonable 
out of pocket expenses be met by Council. 

 
DISCUSSION 

The Mayor, Councillor John Harvie reported on his attendance at the following meetings and 
functions: 
 

1 March 2025   Attended the re-opening of the Roxy Theatre in Leeton 
3 March 2025   Attended the Murray Darling Association Region 2 Extraordinary 
    Meeting via Microsoft Teams 
4 March 2025   Monthly meeting with Helen Dalton MP. Cr Campbell attended 
4 March 2025   Attended sod turning event on-site the new Moama Police Station 

(Police Minister Jasmin Catley MP, Member for Murray Helen Dalton 
MP, Southern Regional Commander Joe Cassar, Local Area 
Commander Paul Smith) 

5 March 2025  Weekly meeting with Acting CEO 
5 March 2025   Campaspe Port Enterprises, Visitor Experience Masterplan forum 
7 March 2025    
10 March 2025   Meeting with Regional Australia Institute via Teams 
11 March 2025   Council Workshops 
12 March 2025   Weekly meeting with Acting CEO 
12 March 2025   Regular meeting with Telstra Area General Manager Stephen Tinker 
13 March 2025  Meeting with Acting CEO, Interim Director of Planning and local  
    developer 
13 March 2025   Meeting with Swan Hill Rural City Mayor, Stuart King and CEO Scott 
    Barber re Swan Hill Murray Downs Bridge in Swan Hill 
14 March 2025  EMFM Radio Program 
19 March 2025   Tour of Murray River LGA over two days 
21 March 2025   Country Mayors Association Meeting with Police Minister Catley re 
    Youth Crime in regional NSW 
21 March 2025  Attended the Festival of Small Halls at Caldwell 
24 March 2025  Murray Regional Strategy Group meeting via Teams 
25 March 2025  Councillor Pre-briefing and Ordinary Meeting of Council 
26 March 2025  Weekly meeting with Acting CEO 
26 March 2025   Travel to Sydney for meetings and Country Mayors Association  
    meetings 
27 March 2025  Meeting with DPIE 
27 March 2025  Meeting with President and CEO of LG NSW 
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28 March 2025 Country Mayors Association Meeting in Sydney

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Neil Gorey reported on his attendance at the following meetings 
and functions: 

11 March 2025  Councillor Workshop 

13 March 2025  Meeting with Mayor, Acting CEO and Swan Hill Regional City Council 
    regarding Swan Hill Bridge  

19&20 March 2025 Councillor Bus Tour  MRC LGA 

25 March 2025  Councillor Workshop and Council meeting 

 

Councillor Bianca Hurn reported on her attendance at the following meetings and functions: 

5 March 2025  Campaspe Port Enterprise Visitor Experience Strategy- Moama 
11 March 2025  Councillor Workshop- Moama 
11 March 2025  Moama Lions Committee meeting- Moama 
12 March 2025   Moama Pre School Delegate meeting- Moama 
19&30 March 2025 Councillors Bus Tour  MRC LGA 
20 March 2025  Moama Solar Farm Community Evening  
25 March 2025  Council Pre-briefing and Ordinary Council Meeting- Moama  

 
Councillor Joy Allan reported on her attendance at the following meetings and functions: 

7 March 2025   International Womens Day  Barham 
11 March 2025  Councillor Workshop  Moama 
19&20 March 2025 Councillors Bus Tour - MRC LGA 
25 March 2025  Pre-briefing & Council meeting 

 
Councillor Kylie Berryman reported on her attendance at the following meetings and functions: 

17 February 2025 Councillor Workshop 

17 February 2025 Botanical Gardens Committee Meeting & Mathoura Hall Committee 
    meeting 

18 February 2025 Mathoura Retirement Units Committee meeting 

24 February 2025 CEO Selection Meeting 

25 February 2025 Council Pre-briefing and Ordinary Council Meeting  Moama 

26 February 2025 Council Budget Meeting - Moama 

11 March 2025  Councillor Workshop  Moama 

19&20 April 2025 Councillors Bus Tour  MRC LGA 

25 March 2025   Council Pre-briefing and Ordinary Council Meeting - Moama 

 

Councillor Gen Campbell reported on her attendance at the following meetings and functions: 

4 March 2025  Meeting with MRC CEO, Mayor & Helen Dalton MP 

4 March 2025  Yasmin Catley Sod Turning $7.9m Moama Police Station 

5 March 2025  Campaspe Port Enterprise Visitor Experience Strategy 

11 March 2025  Councillor Workshop  Moama 

11 March 2025  CEO RAMJO Yvonne Lingua 
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19&20 March 2025 Councillors Bus Tour  MRC LGA 

25 March 2025  Council Pre-briefing and Ordinary Meeting of Council 

27 March 2025  The Grants Guy Roadshow - Barham 

 

Councillor Dennis Gleeson did not supply a report on his attendance to meetings and functions for 
this time period. 
 
Councillor Geoff Wise did not supply a report on his attendance to meetings and functions for this 
time period. 
 
Councillor Gary Pappin did not supply a report on his attendance to meetings and functions for this 
time period. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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10 NOTICE OF MOTIONS/QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE

10.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - THAT A REPORT ON CURRENT CONDITION AND STATUS OF 
PROPOSED UPGRADE WORKS FOR CALDWELL LINE ROAD BE PREPARED AND 
TAKEN TO THE APRIL ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

File Number:  -  
 

 

I, Councillor Dennis Gleeson, give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
22 April 2025, I intend to move the following motion: 

 

MOTION 

That a report on the current condition and status of any proposed upgrade works for Caldwell Line 
Road, between the intersection of the Barham/Deniliquin and Wakool/Deniliquin Roads, be 
prepared by the responsible officer and submitted to the April Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

 

 
OFFICERS COMMENTS 

 

Purpose 

To provide Council with an update on the current condition of Caldwell Line Road, between the 
intersection of Barham Road and Wakool Road, and to outline any proposed upgrade works or 
maintenance considerations for this section of road. 

 

Background 

At the February 2025 Council Meeting, Council resolved that a report be brought back regarding the 
condition and upgrade status of Caldwell Line Road between Barham Road and Wakool Road 
intersections. This section of road serves as a key link for rural residents and agricultural operations.  

 

Current Road Classification 

In accordance with POL-300.V#2 Asset Management (Transport) Policy and the Council roads asset 
database, the unsealed section of Caldwell Line Road is a Local Collector Road. The sealed section 
of Caldwell Line Road, between Bunnaloo Road and Barham Road, is a Local Arterial Road. 

 

Current Road Condition 

Site inspections and desktop review of maintenance records have been undertaken during March 
and April 2025. Key points to note are as follows: 

Surface Type: Unsealed rural road (gravel / sand formation). 

Length: Approximately 12.8 kilometres. 

Surface Condition: Moderate, with areas of corrugation and loose material noted. Recent roughness 
readings (refer to attachment) found 80% of the road surface was rated fair to very good. 

Drainage: Vegetation is located in table drains however is not impacting on drainage from the road 
pavement. Loose material from the road surface and sediment is visible in tables drains. 
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Traffic Use: Predominantly local traffic with a high seasonal heavy vehicle component or local 
intensive agricultural machinery. Traffic counters have been installed to gather further traffic data 
and are still in location. The most recent counts show 68 vehicles per day with 21.3% classified as 
heavy vehicles. This count location was 100m south of Wakool Road. 

 

Recent Maintenance Activity 

Routine grading has been completed in December 2024 and March 2025. Based on the road 
classification and traffic volumes, maintenance grading is typically completed 1-2 times per year. 

Spot gravel patching has been occurring between November 2024 and March 2025. 

No major capital works have been undertaken in the past 5 years. 

Recent maintenance expenditure is as follows: 

YTD FY24/25  $115,728.14 

FY23/24  $36,699.76 

FY22/23  $26,271.84 

The increased expenditure for FY24/25 has been due to the following reasons: 

A specialist (Unsealed Roads) was engaged to review current work / maintenance 
methodologies on unsealed roads. Caldwell Line Road was one road included in this 
engagement, which involved rebuilding a section of road and working through the process of 
mixing, shaping, compacting and trimming. 

After a significant rain event, rework on various sections was required. The damage was 
intensified by heavy vehicles continuing to use the road prior to rectification work being 
undertaken. 

Increased gravel patching. 

 

Funding & Program Options for Upgrade Works 

Current Budget Allocation: No funding is currently allocated in the 2025/26 Capital Works Program 
for resheeting of Caldwell Line Road. Resheeting priorities for 2025/26 currently include Perricoota 
Road and Murrabit Road. Maintenance grading will continue, which will include reclaiming lost 
material from the table drains. Culvert cleaning and maintenance will also be completed as required. 

There are currently no plans for the future sealing of the unsealed section of Caldwell Line Road. A 
paper will be prepared for a future Council meeting which will outline the extent of the unsealed road 
network, the costs involved in sealing an unsealed road, the criteria typically used for making 
decisions to seal a road and the current priorities for improvement. 

External Grants: Any future upgrade works may be eligible under Roads to Recovery or Fixing 
Country Roads programs. Grant funding of upgrade works is typically dependent on road 

d a favourable cost 
benefit ratio. 

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Asset Management (Transport) Policy POL-300.V#2   
2. Caldwell Line Road - Roughness Readings   
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Wakool Road

Barham Road
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10.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - RESCISSION, COUNCIL BUSINESS PAPERS 

File Number:  -  
 

 

I, Councillor Kylie Berryman, give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
22 April 2025, I intend to move the following motion: 

 

MOTION 

That Council: 

1. Rescind Resolution 291122, Council business papers in printed version should only 
include the open council papers, confidential papers will be provided electronically only;  

 
And 
 

2. Endorse the following recommendation: 

Endorse the provision of Council business papers and confidential business papers 
in printed version to Councillors upon request, to support their ability to effectively 
discharge their duties; and 

regarding the appropriate handling and protection of confidential information. 

 

 
OFFICERS COMMENTS 

At present, confidential business papers are provided to Councillors electronically, in line with a 
previous Council resolution intended to reduce printing costs and support environmentally 
sustainable practices. While this remains appropriate for many, some Councillors have expressed a 
need for printed copies to better engage with and understand complex or lengthy confidential 
material. 

This Notice of Motion proposes a structured, accountable process for those requesting printed copies 
enhancing transparency and 

traceability. 

Pros: 

Supports Councillors who find printed papers more accessible for review and annotation. 

Encourages more thorough engagement with confidential materials. 

Watermarking provides a governance safeguard, enabling traceability and accountability. 

Reinforces personal responsibility under the Code of Conduct. 

Cons: 

Reintroduces printing and paper handling, which may have resource and environmental 
implications. 

Slightly increased administrative effort to prepare watermarked versions. 

Absence of a formal process for returning papers post-meeting could elevate risks if not 
managed responsibly. 

This resolution aims to strike a fair and pragmatic balance supporting Councillors in their duties 
while introducing governance measures to mitigate associated risks. 
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Enhanced Governance Protocols: 

Council should consider implementing additional confidentiality safeguards, such as:

Arrange for any requested printed copies to be watermarked with the requesting 
 

The secure collection and disposal of printed confidential papers at the conclusion of the 
Council meeting to further strengthen governance practices and reduce the risk of 
inadvertent disclosure. 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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10.3 NOTICE OF MOTION - SUPPORT FOR MATHOURA POLICE STATION PETITION 

File Number:  -  
 

 

I, Councillor Kylie Berryman, give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
22 April 2025, I intend to move the following motion: 

 

MOTION 

That Council:  

1. Acknowledge and support the community-led petition, signed by over 300 residents, 
calling for the NSW Government to fund the development of a new police station in 
Mathoura. 

2.  

o 

media platforms; 

o Displaying promotional materials at Council customer service centres, libraries, 

and community facilities across the Murray River Council area; 

o 

releases. 

3. Write to the NSW Minister for Police, local Members of Parliament, and the NSW Police 
Force supporting the petition and advocating for increased police infrastructure and 
resourcing in Mathoura. 

 

 
OFFICERS COMMENTS 

The community of Mathoura has expressed strong concern regarding the lack of permanent policing 
infrastructure and presence within the township. A petition signed by over 300 residents highlights a 
collective call for improved safety, response capability, and visible policing. 

local government commitment to securing the necessary resources for regional public safety. 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

Nil  

12 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 


